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Honorable Nicholas deB. Katzenbach 
Attorney General 
Washington, D. C. 20530 

Dear Mr, Attorney General: 

The enclosed material was received by the 
Federal Trade Commission on October 29, 1965. 

I am referring it to you for such attention 
as you may care to give it. 


Sincerely yours, 



Chairman 
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The State of Wyoming 

MV£?SfTM JUDICIAL DISTRICT 


T. C. OAHfKUS. JU»M 
L10*4AflD m. AlSCHLiMAM. >W 0 KH<yX» 
irr^iH4i 


August 1965 


r. a. aHcuDOH. j 
(. w. Twuarr, 

UAMpaa, wTO<»i"« 


Mr*. Charlotte Bartshe 
Clerk of the District Court 
City and County Building 
Casper, Wyoming 



Re; Bendix Corporation vs. Bray 
Civil Action No. 27^51 


Dear Charlotte, 

The document entitled Request To The Court wherein 
the defendant requests permission to show 8 MM film to the 
Jury should be returned by you to Mr. Bray without filing* 

Yours very truly, 


/ /%• r < 

Franklin B. Sheldon, 
Judge 



CD 


October 6, 1965 
?. 0. Box 391 
North Bend, Oregon 


Sep. Sidney Lelken 
Coasmittse on Education 
Salem, Oregon 

Hon. '^idney Leiken: 


It is inmaterial to me how you advertise the shewing of the film at the 
Ted S-orensen Banquet in Portland on November 13. As I pointed out to Mr. 
Howard, Officials in Washington will do almost anything to see that this 
film is never shown in public. I enclose photostatio copies of Court 
documents showing how these Officials have pun pressure on the Court to 
make certain that the film of the assassination of President Kennedy, 
which was made from the upper reaches of the Texas Building by one of the 
Five members of the Organization JFCOTT, who planned and carried out Phe 
assassination is kept from Public view. If this film was ever shown in 
Public, it would put the present Administration in a very p-erilous posit- 
ion. 

All of the documents, letters, etc. such as Mrs. Bray's statement to the 
Dallas Morning News telling how Mr. Sherk of the Portland FBI office came 
to our house there in Portland shortly after the assassination and stated: 
"When the Officials who are in charge of the case in Texas come across 
your letter to Gov. Connally, they will contact us at once. 3ray, did you 
write the letter?" will be displayed at the banquet. 

There will be no deviation from tne agreed method in brir.ging the Evidence 
Excluded From the Warren Report po Portland for the banquet, lour Committee 
will furnish Mrs. Bray and I with plane tickets to Casper, Wyo., Ft. Smith 
and Little Rock, Ark. arid San Francisco, Calif, so that we will be in these 
cities during bar4icing hours. Our entire expenses will be borne by your Com- 
mittee. The two G’regcn State Troopers who Mr. Howard said •■.•ould accompany us 
durimg the entire trip will see that we return here safely the day after the 
banquet. 

I plan to send photostat copies of this letter to the Federal Officials there 
in Portland who questioned us the latter part of August of '63 regarding ay 
letter to Gov. Connally in which I gave the exact details of the Dallas plot, 
over 3 months prior to the tragedy in Dallas. The copy of this letter which 
was witnessed and notarized on August 12, 1963 at Neir i Franks in Portland 
will be included in the display of Evidence Excluded From the Warren Report 
at the banquet. 


Respectf^ally, 



Edward ?. Bray 



• 
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TEXAS' LEADING ‘■JSWSPAPErt 

Communications Center, Dallas. Texas , 5222 


R A D : O - T E L E V I S ; O N STATIONS '.V F A A • 


;XAS ALMANAC 


were the assassins of the Pras 


2 were in the 
assassination wefe made 


^4 members of the organization JFCC 

<• sxas 31 dg. 2 were further up the Parirway. oMM shots of the aoti 
from the Texas 5 idg. by the Assassins, Still photos from q c,.-. -tcAlt 

tnis liLm were sent to the V/arren Commission. Later Authorties 

d.UiiLic^e' 4 :, "Angle" shots from the Texas Sldg. The rifle, 'with the Camera mountad 

. . _ _ ^ i +]^g upper 


underneath had been tested on a target tcwsd 


Portland,. Oregon 


reaches of the Denison Dam, An actual "Dry Run" was .made 
in a car past the Texas ouilding. 


Dear Madam: 

I am unable to f.lnd any such organization as you refer to 
in this city, I would be interested to talk v/ith some of them if you 
could give me the name and address of one or two* 

I am also interested in your letter to Gov, Connally under 
date of 12 August, Can you give me better verif cation that this letter 
was sent on the date specified and or that it was rec41»ed by the 
governor? 


208 feet of editeo Fiin::, showing rifle recoil, 
agent falling down, test run 4 acoual shots 
of the car as seen 03/ the assassin as ha pulle' 
the trigger were offerea 00 LI.^E MAOAZDiS. 

This fil.m was uurnea down by Editor Roger 
Keith of Life, "'■iavai Intalligenos puesticnea , 
one of the assassins, and allowed hi.Ti to go 
FREE. LEE .HARVEY CCVALD WAS SET U? AS A 


Sincerely, 

J.- ' \ 

Harry McCormick 
The Dallas News 
Dallas,. Texas 


A copy of the letter was witnessed before a >iOTARI PUBLIC on Aug. 12, 1963* Photos 
were made as the letter was being dropped into the mail box. Prints were mde, which 
were stamped, "AUG, 63 " •'lO days later the Authorties and Postal Inspectors questioned 
my wife ai^ I about the letter. Right after the ASSASSIriATICN the FBI o_uestioned me 
about the letter. 


In the letter, which was mailed 3 sionths prior to TH 
entire details of the ASSASSUIATION, WEERS IT WCULD 


E DALLAS TRAGEDY, I gave the 
HAPPS.N. THE ORGANIZATION, '.'^Y 


IT WOULD HAPPEN. 


Read the attached 


photostats. . . . .Then you 
THE GUILTY ONES. 

3 G 3 I N E S S I 


render your VERDICT as to; 

qiluoacL R, iMjoy. 

An. Ame/iLcn/i 

S S T I ^ U T ; 0 *•: i N TEXAS 


oldest 
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October 28, 1965 

fEmnmmi 


For: 

Bonorable Jake Jacobsen 

fecial Assistant to the President 

fros: 

Sarbert E. Boffiaan 


Chief, Legislative and Legal ^tion 
Office: of the Deputy Attorney General 

%d>ject: 

Gorrespcmdisice (kmcemiog Presldastial 
Action on H.R. 9545 (Enrolled). 


Lee White sent the attached telegrm to the 
Attorney General for direct reply, aoue^^nr, since W* 
King’s telegrao la really dir^t^ at action taken by 
the Joatice Departisent^ it seesas inappropriate for the 
Attorney General to raato the response. Esnce, the 
attached draft has be^ prepared as a sniggested reply 
to be ffiade by yen or another of the Preaideoit's 
assistants. 

For yoor information, the t^t of the telegraa 
is alskost identical vith a statenent idilch 21r. King clr- 
cnlated asoong the Heobers of the Congress in an attenapt 
to ^event «iaetB»at of the legislation. 




'yw-sY-/ 





mLIFX 



Hr* m»s 



3^X6 

ileaiier» Colorado 
Dear Mr* Slogj 

Ibe Treaidetit: has aakad me to adoowledga ^our 


tolagpraa ra<|Bestias the veto of B«R* 9S43» X^islatim 
peartaifiing to the aoqtilaitloo of evi^ace related to the 
assassinatlcm of Aceaideat 

We appreciate having tout views and aastire yxm 
they will be eoctaldarad aloag with the other rocaacaenda- 
tioas and aatariala available to the Prasidcat in arriving 
at his decistoo as to the esccutive action to be taken. 


^iMwraly» 



RECORDS 


YELLOW COPY 
-// 

NOV 10 1965 




lira, Harry J. Lcaisicy 
Chaiman, CoEiaittee far Heimsdy 
f.ssass inariou Gita ISsiaorlal 
Gonsral 

Richardscm, Teicsua 
Bear >irs. Langlsy: 


Thank you very saich for yoiir recent letter 
to the Attorney General. 

H, H. 9343 authorises the Attorney General 
to designate, by publication in the Federal Resistor, 
tiiich itasas considered by the ?rasldcnt*s Gcaaiasion 
on the Assassination of President Henaody are required 
by the national interest tx> be acquired and preserved 
by the United States. All ri^ts, title, and interest 
to these itesas tijould Is^satt in the Uioitcd States upon the 
publication of the AttoriKsy Ge£»eral*3 detersdnation in 
tlie Tedcral Register. A.uthordLty to effect such acquisition 
’:,’Ovild aspire one year after the data of enactment of the 
ic^iislation. 


As you can see the only itens to be acquired 
are those ^ich the L’arren Cossaission rectsaEicndcd to be 
acquired and preserved by the sovemnent. The Tanas 
Jehool Book Depository Duildins is not included in tliat 
<oate 3 ory and thus would not fall uiidar the provisions of 
H. R. 5545. 

For yo\ir Inforraation and reference I an enclos- 
isQ copy of the legislation as v;ell as a copy of the 
report of tlie Ilctme Judiciary Cotruittce on the bill. 



Although. I ‘iould thirsh It iii^T^propristo 
for this to sizggest or ccarKasnt upon the type 

of sKaorliil to be erected to the late President ihsnnsdy 
in Dallas, I do want to thasdt you end congxatulata you 
for your concern, about this iarsortunt ratter . 

diacerely yotrus. 


hanscy C'Liik 
D-eputy Attorney General 



•, ^ ' .■ !• ' I i . ' ' ' 

ure 


Awdrts LBJ's Okay 


WASHLVGTON BUREAU 

WASHINGTON— Legislation de- 


Colorado oilman John J. Kin' 
is now fighting lawsuits on tu 


signed to resolve , arguments over ifronts to. gain possession of th 


ownership of accused assassin Lee 
Harvey Oswald's gims landed on 
President Johnson’s desk Tuesday. 

The measure, passed by voice 
vote in . the Senate Monday after 
gaining earlier approval in the 
House, makes material gathered 
as evidence in the investigation | 
of President John Kennedy's death 
federal property. 


guns, which he says he purchasec 
from Oswald's widow. 

The legislation awaiting Presi 
dent Johnson's signature was re 
quested by the Justice Depart 
ment, partially to avoid what i 
called “exploitation” of the guns 
Under terms of the law, it is ui 
to the government to determin- 
how much and what of the ma 
terial gathered in the months-lon; 


: The law applies specifically to 
'the rifle- used in the assassination should remain 
jand the pistol used in the slayingj possession. 

■of Dallas patrolman J. D. Uppitt] Justice Department officials sail 
■'as, well as to- other personal ef-jboth the rifle and the pistol woub 
ifects taken from -Oswald after, his ibe retained, along ■with other se 
l-arTest. , fleeted items. 



NAS : CFS : gml 
129-11 


20530 


cc: 


FILES 

Hr, Schlei 
Hr, Simms 



I have been asked to reply to yoiir letter suggesting 
the establishment of a national holiday in honor of Presi- 
dent John F, Kennedy. 


Legal public holidays are prescribed by Act of 
Congress, The Congress has established eight annual 
public holidays — 

a' 

January 1 (New Year*s Day), 

February 22 (Washington's Birthday), 

May 30 (Memorial Day) , 

July 4 (Independence Day) , 

the first Monday in September (Labor Day), 

November 11 (Veterans Day) , 

the fourth Thursday in November (Thanksgiving 
Day) , and 

December 25 (Christmas Day). 

You will note that only one individual — President 
Wa8hington-<'has been honored by having his birthday 
designated as a national public holiday. Although many 
people share your regard for the late President, many 
others- have similar feelings with respect to such other 
Presidents as Jefferson, Jackson, Lincoln, the two Roose- 
velts, and Wilson, Furthermore, there are many who feel 
that there should be a national public holiday honoring 
Christopher Columlnis. 

Since it is obvious that we cannot declare a holiday 
to honor each individual who has made outstanding contri- 

'iNSPTiTaN’D ilAH^ 
COSnrUNICATIO:73 SZ: 

OCT 28 1^5 R.p c 




buttons to this Nation, the Congress has exercised re- 
straint in singling out specific individuals for this 
honor. 

However, other suitable means of honoring President 
Kennedy have been, and are being devised. For exanq>le, 
the Space Center at Cape Canaveral, Florida, has been 
named in his honor. A Memorial Library bearing his 
name will be built in Massachusetts, and a Cultural 
Center bearing his name is being built in Washington, 
D.C, England has honored him by setting aside a part 
of the field at Ruunymede and other foreign nations 
have established suitable memorials. And it is possi- 
ble, of coiirse, that the Congress may some day see fit 
to declare a national public holiday in his honor. 

Sincerely, 


Norbert A, Schlei 
Assistant Attorney General 
Office of Legal Counsel 




UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
- , WASHINGTON. D.C. 20240 



oer i2 mb 


Dear Sirs 

We are enclosing a letter addressed to the President 

from 

as it relates to a aiatter under your jurisdiction. 

Sincerely yours. 





Orren Beaty 

Assistant to the Secret 



Attorney General 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D, C« 20^30 


Enclosure 


I /<S- 9 - // 

!DE?ARTM£NT OF juSTGE; R 

r OCT 25 19 

F.A.O i D ; 

UlElCE 


< 


lO 




t -1 arvi 41 ye^cx-CS ciaion 

ti/ <3 ,ao\<^ y^\v»0 y C\ ricvi-iO/^ ■ t o'i o 1 1 6"l cv y 

Fo /* ■'^ ir ^5 , K n F i K ^ vo o t y/4 any 

f A , r> k ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

yvo T VAe, lOi c 3 r V > - 4 ' > C 'Pf 

yH<^ V>ee. X c\ r->\ t n \y V I ^ 

l0c<, ^ii |\»ue my o M/' n i / FA‘=‘‘ 'i K ”X‘=’ ' 

5«LnC>{ yy^ €^ O 

/ 

Vw' W"y A V)aj^CKl<^y i, Q n i~ >L, C’iti^ClCi,'"-^'''^ 

o /- Ve 1 J ,'4 : V ^ vV 1 


■€^ « ^ O I'C^ 


S c K y i.\. t>r ^ Y V ^ J- 


^ tL 1 1 i 



RECORDS 


RC:HEH:DVP;msc Octob^ 21> 1565 

D.A.i<r 


. dbsri^ X.* 

tar«aiei of tbe 



B«fir Hr* S(^» 3 .£s«i 

tn oanpll^BBO «itlfc Hr« l^ti^buas* r«q;it«its % 
tomft a facaitaiia of tlia oseoHad M.H 

9 S 4 S>» *1?S09ijdlsi^ for mad preservation 

^ the Isital of eorta^" it«e»B of evLdsmc& 

perttdfilfig to film of ^oaLdont Joloi ?• 

KMaaod^*** 

1!ba Its^slotloo deelsraa that th« 
inCoxreat ratpdUtos the thicttod Stator to aoqaira aUL. tltla 
and latorast la oortaia itm» of ovideaca iKhdUdk noxe 
cooaidored by the yreaidaat*a Cemdmism cm tho 
nation ^ FrWdna: IDacmedy* Purimaia: to thia national 
latoroot the aaaroara attidsorisc^ fi&o ^itonmy 

General to doteas^a nMoh Itosm ia yar t i cm la r should 
bo acq^oired and presarrod by the tHelted st^ea* ^lei 
At^oraay Gcaexal siedma soch a det e csdna tioo relative 
to an ifi«a« all title and iaterast la it mild vast ia the 
Wadted on the ytfeHjciatlcai of hia detmd&iitism in 

tbeo W^adsaal p&c»m mertlas a claiia 

Jnat for an lt«K aesplred by the malted 

msld taking csilt» vithout z^i^garii to die anoo^ in 
cmrover^t in. Qhlted ^adim Goan of CXalaai or the 
States district mart fisr d»e jie^ial ^stsi^ 
iduareia mdh ymmoii resldcm* Xa the case of an action 
fined ia a Salted States (astrist eeart, trial by Jtay is 
tttlsariaed* A limitation of one year from the date of 
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S9th Congress ) 

SENATE 

i 

Report 

1st Session j 


i 

No. Sol 


PRESERVING EVIDENCE PERTAINING TO THE 
ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY 


October 4 (legislative day, October 1). i96-j. — Ordered to be printed 


!Mr. Dikksex (for !Mr. E.-vstlaxd), from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, submitted the following 

REPORT 

(To accompany H.R. 9545] 

The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(H.R. 9545) providing for the acquisition and preservation by the 
United States of certain items of evidence pertaining to the assassina- 
tion of President John F. Kennedy, having considered the same, re- 
ports favorably thereon, without amendment, and recommends chat 
the bill do pass. 

PURPOSE 

The purpose of the proposed legislation is to authorize the acquisi- 
tion and preservation by the United States of certain items of evidence 
pertaining to the assassination of President John F. Kennedy. 

AN.4LYSIS OF THE BILL A? > 

H.R. 9545 would authorize the Attorney General to designate, by 
publication in the Federal Register, which items considered by the 
President’s Commission on the Assassination of President Kennedy 
are required by the national interest to be acquired and 'preserved 
by the United States (secs. 1 and 2(a)). All right, title, and interest 
to these items would vest in the United States upon publication of 
the Attorney General’s determination in the Federal Register (sec. 
2(b)). Authority to effect such acquisition would e.xpire 1 year after 
the date of enactment of this legislation (sec. 2(c)). 

Under the bill, claims for just compensation must be filed vithin 
1 year of the date of publication of the Attorney General’s designa- 
tion. The bill grants concurrent jurisdiction to the Court of Claims 
.to-oio 




2 PRESERVE EVIDEXCE — ASS-iSSENATION OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY 

and the U.S. district courts over claims for just compensation here- 
imder and provides that a claimant filing in the Federal district court 
may request a trial by jury (sec. 3). 

All items acquired pursuant to the bill are to be placed under the 
jurisdiction of the Administrator of General Services and preserved 
in accordance with rules and regulations which he may prescribe 
(sec. 4). 

The bUl provides that all items acquired by the United States 
hereunder shall be deemed personal property ^vithin the meaning of 
provisions penalizing removal or mutilation and theft, sections 2071 
and 2112, title 18, United States Code (sec. .5). The bill authorizes 
such appropriation as may be necessary to carry out the purposes of 
the act (sec. 6). 

STATEMENT 

In the course of its investigation of the assassination of President 
John F. Kennedy, the President’s Commission on the Assassination 
acquired a large munber of items of physical evidence pertaining to 
the assassination and related events. The most iiMortant of these 
belonged to Lee Harvey Oswald and his wife. The Commission 
recommended that a substantial number of these items of evidence, 
particularly those relating to the actual assassination of the President 
and the murder of Patrolrnan J. D. Tippit, should remain in the posses- 
sion of the Government. In fm-therance of this objective, the Attor- 
ney General requested the introductiou of the present measure. 

These items include the assassination weapon, the revolver involved 
in the miuder of Officer Tippit, among many other e.vhibits. The 
working papers, investigation reports, and transcripts of the Commis- 
sion have been transmitted to the National Archives. The items of 
physical evidence are being retained in the custody of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation! 

The committee is persuaded that the national interest requires that 
the Attorney General shall be in a position to determine that any of 
these critical exhibits, which were considered by the President’s 
Commissioner, shall be permanently retained by the United States. 
The committee concurs in the view e.xpressed by the Attorney General 
that in yem-s ahead allegations and theories concerning President 
Kennedy’s assassination may abound. To eliminate questions and 
doubts the physical evidence should be securely preserved. A failm-e 
to do so could lead to loss, destruction, or alteration of \ital evidence 
and in tune might serve to encourage irresponsible rumors under- 
mining public confidence in the work of the President’s Commission. 

The authority conferred by this legislation authorizing the acquisi- 
tion and preservation of certain items of evidence considered by the 
President’s Commission is vital in the national interest. One private 
party has already filed suit against the Attorney General of the United 
States for possession of the assassination weapon and the .38 caliber 
revolver involved in the death of Police Officer Tippit, claiming to 
have purchased aU right, title, and interest in these items from Mrs. 
Marina N. Oswald. The Government has not yet responded to the 
complaint. The effect of this legislation would be to deny the plain- 
tiff possession of these items but would afford due process of law by 
proGding a procedure for recovering just compensation by permitting 
the claimant his day in court to litigate his asserted rights. 
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The committee believes that the need for this legislation is manifest 
and in the public interest, and accordingly, recommends favorable 
consideration of H.R. 9545, without amendment. 

Attached hereto and made a part hereof is the letter from the 
Attorney General of the United States. 

Office of the Attorney General, 

Wwihington, D.C., June 17, 196-5. 

The Vice President, 

U.S. Senate, Washington, D.C. 

De.\r Mr. Vice President: Enclosed for your consideration and 
appropriate reference is a legislative proposal providing for the acqui- 
sition and preservation by the United States of certain items of evi- 
dence pertaining to the assassination of President John F. Kennedy. 

In its investigation of the assassination of President Kennedy, the 
Comrai.ssion appointed by President Johnson e.xamined numerous 
items of physical evidence which were used to form the basis for its 
report. These items included the assassination weapon, the revolver 
involved in the murder of Patrolman J. D. Tippit, and many other 
exhibits. This evidence and the investigative reports, transcripts, 
and other working papers of the Commission, have been officially 
transmitted to the National Archives by the Commission. Pending 
final decision as to the disposition to be made of these exhibits, the 
physical eGdence has been retained in the custody of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation. 

Piior to the completion of its work, the Commission requested that 
this Department take the necessary steps to provide for the retention 
of the essential items of physical evidence in the possession of the 
U.S. Government for an indefinite period of time. After fuU con- 
sideration of the alternatives, I am persuaded that the national inter- 
est requh-es legislation which will provide a valid legal basis for the 
permanent retention of these critical e.xhibits. 

In the first place, I think it is important to recognize that in the 
years ahead allegations and theories regarding the assassination of 
President Kennedy may continue to abound. This has certainly 
been the case abroad and, to some degree ivithin the United States, 
since the publication of the Commission's report, despite the impressive 
documentation and presentation of the Commission’s conclusions. 
To a considerable extent, such allegations and theories feed on secrecy 
and uncertainty, as is demonstrated, I believe, by the historical 
literature diuing the past 100 yeai-s relating to the assassination of 
President Lincoln. We should securely preserve the physical evidence 
to eliminate questions and doubts. In my judgment, a failure to 
retain the critical physical e.xhibits and the resultant possibility of 
their loss, destruction, or alteration will serve to encourage irre- 
sponsible rumors and allegations designed to destroy the widespread 
public confidence in the work and conclusions of the President’s 
Commission. 

Furthermore, retention of these items ivould permit an accurate 
and complete reassessment of the conclusions of the President’s 
Commission if at any time in the future this was considered desirable. 
Many of the items, such as the weapons, cartridges, and various 
documents, were the subject of testimony before the Commission, 
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during the course of which expert and other wdtnesses testified about 
their vital characteristics, ownership, use, and relationship to the 
assassination. 

For these reasons, I am submitting the enclosed measure which 
would establish a procediu'e under which selected items of e\fidence 
could be retained and protected from dispersal and e.xploitation. The 
proposed legislation would authorize the Attorney General to de- 
termine which of the items considered by the President’s Commission 
are required by the national interest to be acquired and preserved by 
the United States. When the Attorney General makes a determina- 
tion that an item should be acquired, all right and title to it would be 
vested in the United States upon the filing of his determination with 
the Office of the Federal Register for publication in the Federal 
Register. The Attorney General’s acquisition authority would 
expire 1 year after the enactment of the proposed legislation, and 
title to only those items described in determinations filed with the 
Office of the Federal Register within such 1-year period would vest in 
the United States. The Coiut of Claims would be granted exclusive 
jurisdiction over claims for just compensation for any item acquhed 
by the United States pursuant to the procediue proposed in the 
legislation. 

In order to meet the requirements of the national interest as indi- 
cated, I lU'ge the early and favorable consideration of the enclosed 
proposal. 

The Bureau of the Budget has advised that there is no objection to 
the submission of this legislation from the standpoint of the administra- 
tion’s progi’am. 

Sincerely, 


Nicholas deB. Katzenbach, 

Attorney General. 

o 



89th Congress ) HOUSE OF EEPEESEHTATIYES J Report 

1st Session j I No. 813 


PRESERVING EVIDENCE PERTAINING TO THE ASSASSI- 
NATION OF PRESIDENT ElENNEDY 


August 19, 1965. — Committed to the Committee of the Whole House on the 
State of the Union and ordered to be printed 


Mr. Rogers of Colorado, from the Committee on the Judiciary, sub- 
mitted the following 


REPORT 


(To accompany H.R. 9545] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the bill 
(H.R. 9545) providing for the acquisition and preservation by the 
United States of certain items of evidence pertaining to the assassi- 
nation of President John F. Kennedy, having considered the same, 
report favorably thereon with amendments and recommend that the 
bill do pass. 

The amendments are as follows: 

1. On page 2, line 10, delete “filing” and insert in lieu thereof 
“publication” and on lines 11 through 12 delete “with the Office of 
the Federal Register for publication”. 

2. On page 2, line 18, delete “filed with the Office of” and insert 
in lieu thereof “published in”. 

3. On page 2, lines 20 through 25, and on page 3, lines 1 through 2 , 
delete section 3 and insert in lieu thereof the following section 3 : 


Sec. 3. The United States Court of Claims or the United 
States District Coiu-t for the judicial district wherein the 
claimant resides shall have jurisdiction, without regard to the 
amount in controversy, to hear, determine, and render judg- 
ment upon any claim for just compensation for any item or 
interest therein acquired by the United States pursuant to 
section 2 of this Act; and where such claim is filed in the dis- 
trict court the claimant may request a trial by jury; Provided, 
That the claim is filed within one year from the date of publi- 
cation in the Federal Register of the deternnnatiomby ^e 
Attorney General with respect to such item. - / ■= "" 
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EXPLANATION OF AMENDMENTS 

Ameadments Nos. 1 and 2. The purpose of these amendments is cO' 
substitute publication in the Federal Register for filing in the Office of 
the Federal Register as the appropriate criterion for vesting title in 
the United States. 

Amendment No. 3. The pm’pose of amendment No. 3 is to provide 
jurisdiction of just compensation claims in Federal district courts as 
well as the Court of Claims, without regard to the amount in contro- 
versy. It also provides that a claimant filing in the district court may 
request a trial by jury. In addition, the amendment makes clear 
that the relevant time period within which to file a claim under the 
bill commences upon publication of the Attorney General’s determi- 
nation in the Federal Register. 


PURPOSE 

The purpose of the bill is to authorize the acquisition and preserva- 
tion by the United vStates of certain items of evidence pertaining to- 
the assassination of President John F, Kennedy. 

STATEMENT 

In the course of its investigation of the assassination of President- 
John F. Kennedy, the President’s Commission on the Assassination 
acquired a large number of items of physical evidence pertainiug to- 
the assassination and related events. The most important of these 
belonged to Lee Harvey Oswald and his wife. The Commission 
recommended that a substantial number of these items of evidence, 
particularly those relating to the actual assassination of the President 
and the murder of Patrolman J. D. Tippit should remain in the posses- 
sion of the Government. In furtherance of this objective, the Attor- 
ney General requested the introduction of the present measure. 

These items include the assassination weapon, the revolver involved 
in the murder of Ofificer Tippit, among many other e.vhibits. The- 
working papers, investigation reports, and transcripts of the Commis- 
sion have been transmitted to the National Archives. The items of 
physical evidence are being retained in the custody of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation. 

The committee is persuaded that the national interest requires that 
the Attorney General shall be in a position to determine that any of 
these critical e.vhibits, which were considered by the President’s 
Commission, shall be permanently retained by the United States. 
The committee concurs in the view expressed by the Attorney General 
that in years ahead allegations and theories concerning President 
Kennedy’s assassination may abound. To eliminate questions and 
doubts the physical evidence should be securely preserved. A failure 
to do so could lead to loss, destruction, or alteration of vital evidence 
and in time might serve to encourage irresponsible rumors tmder- 
mining public confidence in the work of the President’s Commission. 

The authority conferred by this legislation authorizing the acquisi- 
tion and preservation of certain items of evidence considered by the 
President’s Commission is vital in the national interest. One private 
party has already filed suit against the Attorney General of the United 
States for possession of the assassination weapon and the .38 caliber 
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revolver involved in the death of Police Officer Tippit, claiming to 
have purchased all right, title, and interest in these items from Mrs. 
Marina N. Oswald. The Government has not yet responded to the 
complaint. The effect of this legislation would be to deny the plain- 
tiff possession of these items but would afford due process of law by 
providing a procedme for recovering just compensation. 

The need for just compensation stems from the mandate in the 
fifth amendment to the Constitution: “ * * * nor shall private 
property be taken for public use, without just compensation.” The 
committee considered the question of the measure of damages but was 
advised that a legislative definition of “just compensation” would, in 
all events, be ineffective to bind or instruct the courts in the applica- 
tion of this constitutional standard (Monongahela Xavigation Company 
V. United States, 148 U.3. 312, 327 (1893); Shoemaker v. United States, 
supra (147 U.S. at 302); United States v. Cars, 337 U.S. 325, 331, 333 
(1949)). Accordingly, the bill leaves the question of just compensation 
to the courts 

The committee beheves that the need for this legislation is manifest 
and recommends that it do pass. 

.ANALYSIS OF THE BILL 

The biU, H.K. 9545, as amended, would authorize the Attorney 
General to designate, by publication in the Federal Register, which 
items considered by the President’s Commission on the Assassination 
of President Kennedy are required by the national interest to be 
acquired and preserved by the United States (secs. 1 and 2(a)). All 
right, title, and interest to these items would vest in the United States 
upon publication of the Attorney General’s determination in the 
Federal Register (sec 2(b)). Authority to effect such acquisition 
would expire one year after the date of enactment of this legislation 
(sec. 2(c)). 

Under the bill, as amended, claims for just compensation must be 
filed within 1 year of the date of publication of the Attorney General’s 
designation. The bill grants concurrent jurisdiction to the Court of 
Claims and the U.S. district courts over claims for just compensation 
hereunder and provides that a claimant filing in the Federal district 
court may request a trial by jury (sec. 3). 

All items acquired pursuant to the bill are to be placed under the 
jurisdiction of the Administrator of General Sendees and preserved in 
accordance with rules and regulations which he may prescribe (sec. 4). 

The bill provides that ail items acquired by the United States here- 
under shall be deemed personal property within the meaning of 
provisions penalizing removal or mutilation and theft, sections 2071 
and 2112, title 18, United States Code (sec. 5). The biU authorizes 
such appropriation as may be necessary to carry out the purposes of 
the act (sec. 6). 

COMMUNICATIONS 

Attached and made a part of this report is a letter from the General 
Counsel of the President's Commission on the Assassination of 
President Kennedy to the Acting Attorney General of the United 
States, dated November 7, 1964. Also attached and made a part of 
this report is a letter, dated June 17, 1965, from the Attorney General 
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of the United States to the Speaker of the House of Representatives 
requesting the inti-oduction of this legislation. 


President’s Com.uission on the 
Ass.assination of President Kennedy, 

Washington, D.C., November 7, 1964.. 
Hon. Nichol.as deB. Katzenbach. 

Acting Attorney General, 

Department oj Justice, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Katzenbach: In the course of its investigation of the 
•assassination of President Kennedy, the President’s Commission 
acquired a large number of physical items pertaining to the assassina- 
tion and related events. The most important of these items belonged 
to Lee Harvey Osn'ald and his wife, while some items were originally 
in the possession of other people or agencies. Marina O-swald and 
Robert Oswald have requested the return of the items belonging to 
Lee Harvey Oswald or to them that are in the possession of the 
Commission or the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

The Commission is of the opinion that a substantial number of 
physical items of evidence, particularly those pertaining to the actual 
assassination of the President and the murder of Patrolman J. D. 
Tippit, shoiold remain in the possession of the Government. For 
gmdance in this matter it would be most helpful to have an opinion 
from the Department of Justice. Attached is a list of the items the 
Commission feels should be retained permanentlv bv the U.S. Govern- 
ment. 

Your cooperation with the Commission is greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

J. Lee Rankin, 

General Counsel. 


Office of the Attorney' General, 

Washington, D.C., June 17, 1965. 

The Speaker, 

House oj Representatives, Wa.shington, D.C. 

De.ar Mr. Spe.aker: Enclosed for yoiu' consideration and appro- 
priate reference is a legislative proposal promding for the acquisition 
and preservation by the United Stales of certain items of emdence 
pertaining to the assassination of President John F. Kennedy. 

In its investigation of the assassination of President Kennedy, the 
Commission appointed by President Johnson e.Namined numerous 
items of physical evidence which were used to form the basis for its 
report. These items included the assassination weapon, the revolver 
involved in the murder of Patrolman J. D. Tippit. and many other 
exhibits. This evidence and the investigath'e reports, transcripts, 
and other working papers of the Commission, have been officially 
transmitted to the National Archir'es by the Commission. Pending 
final decision as to the disposition to be made of these e.xhibits, the 
physical evidence has been retained in the custody of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation. 
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Prior to the completion of its \vork, the Commission requested that 
this Department take the necessary steps to provide for the retention 
of the essential items of physical evidence in the possession of the U.S. 
Government for an indefinite period of time. After full consideration 
of the alternatives, I am persuaded that the national interest requires 
legislation which will provide a valid legal basis for the permanent 
retention of these critical exhibits. 

In the first place, I think it is important to recognize that in the 
years ahead allegations and theories regarding the assassination of 
President Kennedy may continue to aboimd. This has certainly 
been the case abroad and, to some degree within the United States, 
since the publication of the Commission’s report, despite the impres- 
sive documentation and presentation of the Commission’s conclusions. 
To a considerable extent, such allegations and theories feed on secrecy 
and imcertainty, as is demonstrated, I believe, by the historical 
literature during the past 100 years relating to the assassination of 
President Lincoln. We shoidd secitrely preserve the physical evidence 
to eliminate questions and doubts. In my judgment, a failure to 
retain the critical physical exhibits and the resultant possibility of 
their loss, destruction, or alteration will serve to encourage irrespon- 
sible rumors and allegations designed to destroy the widespread pubhc 
confidence in the work and conclusions of the President's Commission. 

Furthermore, retention of these items would permit an accurate 
and complete reassessment of the conclusions of the President’s 
Commission if at any time in the future this was considered desirable. 
Many of the items, such as the weapons, cartridges, and various 
documents, were the subject of testimonj' before the Commission, 
dui'ing the course of which expert and other witnesses testified about 
then- vital characteristics, ownership, use, and relationship to the 
assassination. 

For these reasons, I am submitting the enclosed measime which 
woidd establish a procediue under which selected items of evidence 
coidd be retained and protected from dispersal and exploitation. The 
proposed legislation woidd authorize the Attorney General to deter- 
mine which of the items considered by the President’s Commission 
are required by the national interest to be acquired and preserved 
by the United States. When the Attorney General makes a determi- 
nation that an item shoidd be acquired, all right and_ title to it would 
be vested m the United States upon the filing of his determination 
ivith the Office of the Federal Register for publication in the Federal 
Register. The Attorney General's acquisition authority would e.xpire 
1 year after the enactment of the proposed legislation, and title to 
only those items described in determinations filed with the Office of 
the Federal Register within such 1-year period would vest in the 
United States. The Court of Claims ivoidd be granted exclusiie 
j LU’isdiction over claims for just compensation for any item acquhed 
by the United States pursuant to the procedure proposed in the legis- 
lation. 

In order to meet the requhements of the national interest as mdi- 
cated, I urge the early and favorable consideration of the enclosed 
proposal. 
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The Bureau of the Budget has advised that there is no objection 
to the submission of this legislation from the standpoint of the ad- 
ministration’s progi'am. 

Sincerely, 


Nicholas deB. Katzenbach, 

Attorney General. 



H. R. 9545 


^ishtg-ninth (Tongrtss of the 1401103 States of ammea 

AT THE FIRST SESSION 

Begun and held at the City of Washington on Monday, the fourth day of January, 
one thousand nine hundred and sixty-five 


2in act 


Providing for the acquisition and preservation by the United States of certain 

items of evidence pertaining to the assassination of President John F. 

Kennedy. 

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That it is hereby 
declared that the national interest requires that the United States 
acquire all right, title, and interest, in and to, certain items of evi- 
dence, to be designated by the Attorney General pursuant to section 2 
of this Act, which were considered by the President's Commission on 
the Assassination of President Keimedy (hereinafter referred to as 
'htems'4i and requires that those items be preserved by the United 
States. 

Sec. 2. (a) Tire Attorney General is authorized to determine, from 
time to time, which items should, in conformity with the declaration 
contained in the first section of this Act, be acquired and preserved 
by the United States. Each such deteimination shall be published in 
the Federal Register. 

(b) Ulienever the Attorney General determmes that an iteni should 
be acquired and preserved by the United States, all right, title, and 
interest in and to, that item shall be vested in the Lnited States upon 
the publication of that determination in the Federal Register. 

(c) Tlie authority confeired upon the Attorney General by sub- 

section (a) of this section to make determitiatioiis shall expire one 
vear from the date of enactment of this Act, and the vesting provisions 
rrbm-f aesbmed^iii e 1° 

within that one-year period. “ 

Sec. 3. The Uaitecl States Court of Claims or the United States 
district coiut for the judicial district wherein the claimant resides 
shall have jurisdiction, without regard to the amount in controversy, 
to hear, determine, tviul render j udgment upon any claim for just coin- 
]oensation for any item or interest thei’ein acquired by the United 
States pursuant to section 2 of this Act: and where suclf claim is filetl 
in the district court the claimant may request a trial by jury : Provided. 
That the claim is filed within one year from the chite of publication 
in the Federal Register of the determination by the Attorney General 
with respect to such items. 

Sec. 4. All items acquired by the United States pursuant to section 
2 of this Act shall be placed under the jurisdiction of the Adminis- 
trator of General Services for presentation under such rules and 
regulations as he may prescribe. 

Sec. 5. All items acquired by the United States pursuant to section 
2 of this Act shall lie deemed to be personal property and records of 
the United States for the purposes of laws relating to the custody, 
administration, and protection of personal property and records of 
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the United States, including, but not lunited to, sections 2071 and 2112 
of title 18 of the United States Code. 

.Sec. 6. There is Iiereby authorized to be appropriated such sums as 
may be necessaiT to carry out the puqtoses of this Act. 


Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


Vice President of the United States and 

President of the Senate. 
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UNITED STATES ATTORNEY 
Northeks’ District of Texas 
D ALDAS. TEXAS 75221 

October l8, I 965 


Mr. Carl W. Belcher, Chief 
General Crimes Section 
Criminal Division 
Depaxtment of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 20530 

Re: One 6.5 mm. l-femnlicher-Carcano Military Rifle, 

Model 91-38, Serial No, C2766, With Appxortenances, 
and One ,38 Special S fc W Victory >todel Revolver, 
Serial No, V5 10210, With Appurtenances 
DJ Reference: FMVtCWBzpem 129-11 


Dear Mr, Belcher: 

Enclosed are five sets of the Warrants of Seizure and Monition 
in the captioned case with the accompanying Itoshal’s return 
reflecting service upon the various parties. There is also 
attached to each set the final advertising return made hy the 
Marshal, Each Warrant and the accompanying return has "been 
certified hy the Clerk as you requested, I also enclose for 
your consideration a copy of the usual pre-trial, notice which 
sets out the required contents of the Pre-Trial Order which we 
must prepare in this case when it is set on Judge Estes’ docket 
for triSLl, I believe the case will probably be set for pre-trial 
in late November or early December. 

In a telephone conversation which I had last Friday with Bill 
Garrett, King’s attorney, I got the impression that King may well 
abandon his jurisdictional allegations set out in the Answer which 
he filed in our caae, Garrett also indicated a willingness to 
enter into a stipulation as to all the facts in the case, and he 
will probably also stipulate the authenticity of most documentary 
evidence which we will be required to use. He seems anxious to 
expeditiously reach the basic legal issue involved, that is, 
whether the ordering of the weapons and using the fictitious name 
constitutes sufficient grounds for forfeiture, 

! ■*“’ ^ • « rs 

I i U W J 'L ■ 4 ! t s-v .-N 



2 - Mr. Carl ¥. Belcher October l8, I965 


I received today the copy of Judge Doyle's Order entered in the 
Denver case on October 8, 19^5* Thanh you for sending it. 

Sincerely yours, 

Melvin M. Diggs 
United States Attorney 


B. H. Timmins, Jr., Assistant 
United States Attorney 


Enclosures 



IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 


FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS 
DALLAS DIVISION 

NOTICE 


The following are instructions for the handling of all cases 
assigned to Judge Joe E. Estes, Chief Judge: 

Pre-trial conferences will be held in all cases, and the attorneys 
who will try the case will attend all such conferences. Pre-trial 
orders, approved by counsel for each of the parties, v;ill be pre- 
pared by plaintiff's attorney and presented to Judge Estes for his 
approval. Suggested forms for the order may be obtained frcm the 
Clerk's Office. 

No motion will be filed unless it is accompanied by a brief 
memorandum of authorities in support thereof. 

Every motion is considered submitted within ID days of service 
of such motion and accompanying brief. No oral argument v;ill be 
permitted except upon the Court's initiative. All motions not dis- 
posed of before the pre-trial conference will be heard aiid argued 
at that time. 

In those cases presently pending in which motions have been 
filed, the moving attorney will submit a memorandum of authorities 
in support thereof at least 10 days prior to any pre-trial conference 
of the case. 

In making jur3>' requests, strict compliance with Rule 38(b), 
Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, V7ill be required. 

Except as provided in Rule 15 (a) no amendment of pleadings 
will be filed w’ithout leave of Court or written consent of the 
adverse party. 

Settings x;ill be made by Judge Estes on his ov;n motion. A 
list of settings will be mailed to the interested attorneys ap- 
proximately 30 days prior to the pre-trial conference. 


RAMELLE E. ilAMILTON, Clerk 
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WARRANT OF SEIZURE AND 


MTION 


D. C. Form No. 35 


Kniteii ^iates Biafrict Clourt > 2 - ’ 

■ eh ^ 


.FOR THE 

NORIIIEKN-. DISTRICT OF TEXAS AT-: DALLAS 


: ’ r; t 

f r n 


Ta the Marshal of the Northern 


District of 


Texas 


WHEREAS, on the 10 day of September , A. D. 1^65''^ a libel of informatiod 
filed in the United States District Court for said Northern District of 

Texas ,by B.H. Timmins, Jr. Assistant ’ , United States attorney 

fof said District, on behalf of the United States, against 

One 6.5 mm. Mannlicher-Carcano Military Rifle, Model 91-38, Serial 
NO.C2766, with appurtenances, and one .38 Special S & W Victory Model 
Revolver, Serial No. V510210, with appurtenances, 

alleging false entries made in records required by 26 CiFR Part 177, Sec. 
177.51(c) to be maintained by a licensed dealer in firearms under Chap. 18 
of Title 15, U. S.C. and further alleging that complete and accurate 
records were not maintained by these licensed firearms dealers as required 
by Sec. 903(d), Title 15, U. S.C. and Sec. 177. 51 of Title 26, Code of 
Federal Regulations, Part 177, and praying that said firearms become 
forfeited to the United States pursuant to Section 905(b) Chap. 18, 

Title 15, U. S.C. as being firearms involved in a violation of the 
provisions of said Chapter 18 

and praying that all persons interested in said goods, wares, and merchandise may be cited in general and 
special, to answer the premises ; and due proceedings being had, that the said goods, wares, and merchan- 
dise may, for the causes in said libel mentioned, be condemned as forfeited to the use of 

the United States. 

YOU ARE THEREFORE HEREBY COMMANDED To attach the said goods, wares, and mer- 
chandise, and to detein tlm same in your custody unt^^^^^^ ^ 

and to give notice ,tcrMl pefhori^^laliffftrWeiam^o^'' or having anything to say why the same 

should not be condemned as forfeited to the use of the United States, pursuant to the prayer of said 
libel , that they be and appear before the s^djgurt, at the city of Dallas 

on the 11 day of October next,iAnes^eSAall be a day of jurisdiction, otherwise 

on the next day of jurisdiction thereafter, then and there to interpose a claim for the same and to make 
their allegations in that behalf. And what you have done in the premises, do you then and there make 
return thereof, together with this writ. 

TXrT'T'XTTT'QO JO 6 , EStCS 



United States District Judge 

at . 

Dallas , 

Texas 

this _ 

10 


j - September 

dav nf _ _ . _ 


.A. D. 19.^?' 


■ ■ JOHN A,._ TQISTHER . _ . . 

By 



Clerk. 

RetumableOct.il, 1965 
at 10 A.M. 


Filed 

Deputy Clerk. 
SEP 1 5 1955 

day n-P 

UNITED STATES MARSHAL’S RETURNat. 

Y'. / o ' clock__^L=JA 

j 


RAiMELLE HAMILTON, Clerk 

1 DISTRICT OF _ _ 

„ - 5/?.* 


/ 

1 

! Received the within writ the . dav of 


. 19 

. and executed same. 

1 

By . .. 



U. S. Marshal. 

e 



Deputy Marshal. , 











A TRUE CO?y ^ 

ATTEST • „ _v--- - 



WARRANT OF SEIZURE AND t 


ION 


D. C. Form Xo. 33 


25mi:]ei5t iBwtritt Court 

FOR THE ^ J ^ ^ ' 

- .1. mTr'-v' A IT' Am T> A T.T. A Q f W 


FOR THE 

NORTHERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS AT DALLAS 




J \ 




Tp the Marshal of the District of 

WHEREAS, on the 10th day of September , A. D. 19 65,alibel of information 
was filed in the United States District Court for said Northern District of 

Texas , by B. H. Timmins, Jr., Assistant, United States attorney 

for said District, on behalf of the United States, against 

One 6.5 mm. Mannlicher-Carcano Military Rifle, Model 91-38, Serial 
No. C2766, with appurtenances, and one .38 Special S & W Victory Model 
Revolver Serial No. V510210, with appurtenances, 

alleging false entries made in records required by 26 CFR Part 177, Sec. 
177.51(c) to be maintained by a licensed dealer in firearms under Chap. 18 
of Title 15, U.S.C. and further alleging that complete and accurate 
records were not maintained by these licensed firearms dealers as required 
by Sec. 903(d), Title 15 U.S.C. and Sec. 177.51 of Title 26, Code of 
Federal Regulations Part 177, and praying that said firearms become 
forfeited to the United States pursuant to Section 905(b), Chapter 18, 

Title 15, U.S.C. as being firearms involved in a violation of the 
provisions of said Chapter 18. 


and praying that all persons interested in said goods, wares, and merchandise may be cited in general and 
special, to answer the premises ; and due proceedings being had, that the said goods, wares, and merchan- 
dise may, for the causes in said libel mentioned, be condemned as forfeited to the use of 

the United States. 

YOU ARE THEREFORE HEREBY COMMANDED To attach the said goods, wares, and mer- 
chandise, and to detain the same in your custody until further or^ same; 

and to give notice/to in {4tlgaA«)grSfiW8in§t or naving anjdhing to say why the same 

shoivld not be condemned as forfeited to the use of the United States, pursuant to the. prayer of said 
libel , that they be and appear before the s|i^ ^ c:^ of Dallas 

on the 11th day of Octpber next,/if me same snallbe a 3ay of jurisdiction, otherwise 

on the next day of jurisdiction thereafter, then and there to interpose a claim for the same and to make 
their allegations in that behalf. And what you have done in the premises, do you then and there make 
return thereof, together with this writ 


WITNESS the Honorable, 


Joe E. Estes 


United States District Judge at 


this , 


10th 


day of _Se2teml^ 


~RStcdjS’i^E[lilLTON 


RetumableOct. 11, 19 6 Says after issue, 
at 10;00 A. M. 


By. 




Clerk, 




D&paty Clerk. 


UNITED STATES MARSHAL’S RETURN 


DISTRICT OF 


- 


Received the within writ the day of . 


19 — , and executed same. . 


■ 'By 



U. S. Marshal. 


9 


Deputy Marshal. ■ 



M‘\RSHAL'S RETURN 


On September 10, 1965 I received this writ and on September 11, 1965 I 
executed same by delivering a copy of this Order Granting leave to file libel, 
Libel of Information and a copy o^ warrant of seizure and monition to Marina 
Oswald Porter personally at her home 6448 Dunston Lane, Dal las, Texas as requested 
by Assistant USAttorney Tim Timmons* 

Marshal's Fees; Robert k Nash USMai4hal y 

• 1 service $3.00 . : ; - By 

26 M^les .3*12 -. ■/ ■ . SDUS^/ ^ 




WARRANT OF SEIZURE AND "~" nIT10N 

(Eourt^ a. 

FOR THE 

NORTHERN DISTRICT OR TEXAS AT DALLAS 

’ - ■ 3; - 7- ■ 

: To the Marshal of the Northern District of Texas 

WHEREAS, on the 10 day of September , A. D. 1965 7 a libel of information | 
■was filed in the United States District Court for said Northern - District of 

Texas ,by B.H. Timmins, Jr,, Assistant * United States attorney 

fpr said District, on behalf. of the United States, against ' ' 

One 6.5 mm. Mannlicher=Carcano Military Rifle, Model 91-38, Serial 
No. C2766, with appurtenances, and one .38 Special S' & W Victory Model 
Revolver, Serial No. V5 10210, with appurtenances, 



alleging false entries made in records required by 26 CFR Partl7I, Sec. 
177.51(c) to bp maintained 'by. a licensed- dealer in firearms under Chap. 18 
of Title. 15, U. S.C, and further alleging that complete' and’ accurate 
records were not maintained by thesd licensed firearms dealers as required 
by Sec. 903(d), Title 15, U.S.C/ ar^d;Sec:;i77.51- of Title 26, Code of 
-T. Federal Regulations , . Part 177, and praying that said firearms become 
forfeited to the United States pursuant to-:- Section 905 (b) ,, Chap . 18, 

Title 15, U. S.C. as being firearms involved in a violation of ;the . 

provisions of said Chapter 18 

and praying that all persons interested in said goods, "wares, and merchandise may be cited in general and 
special, to answer the premises ; and due proceedings being had, that the said goods, wares, and merchan- , 

dise may, for the causes in said libel mentioned, be condemned as forfeited to the use of ^ 

the United States. I 


YOU ARE THEREFORE HEREBY COMMANDED To attach the said goods, wares, and mer- 
chandise, and to ogder of said ^ugt the same; 

and to give notico'to all persons claiming the same, or knowing or navmg anSanmg to say vmy the same 
should not be condemned as forfeited to the use of the United States, pursuant to the prayer of said 
libel , that they be and appear before the ^be city of Dallas 

on the 11 day of October next,,druies^e^ndll be a day of jurisdiction, otherwise 
on the next day of jurisdiction thereafter, then and there to interpose a claim for the same and to make 
their allegations in that behalf. And what you have done in the premises, do you then and there make 
return thereof, together with this writ 



Returnable Oct . 11 , 1965 dajacxftBDdsMie. 
at 10 A.M. 


By 



Deputy Clerk. 


i 

1 

i 

t 

t 


UNITED STATES MARSHAL’S RETURN 

See Reverse side 


DISTRICT OF ss: 

Received the within writ the day of _, 19 , and executed same. 




U. S. Marshal. 


By 


V C/i/ 


C- 


Deputy Marshal., 




::ars HAL'S return 


On September 1C-, 1965 I executed this writ by seizing One. 6.5 LK Mannlicher- 
Carca.no Military Rifle, Model 91-38 Serial No C2766, with appurtenances, and 
one .38 Special 3 5c W Victory Model revolver. Serial. Np V510210, with appurtenances, 
by delivering a cop^of^this se±xjixexx?i±x Order Granting leave to file libel and 
..^Libel-of inforaation to Mr. Gordon Sbapdcix Shanklin Special Agent in Charge 
Federal Bureau of Investigation ' at his bffices Room 200 Mercantile Securities 
Building IRIO commerce St,-' Dallas, Texas and leaving the above stored in his 
vault where seized,' ‘ at '• 5 fOOpmi ‘ TV' ' - v-' ^ :’,a:;oT 

' Robert /I. Nash :■/ /. 


1 / , I r. Robert /i. Nash 

r .K=.rshal’s,Fee; . , ,.,.--Unitedkati4 

,, service «3.00 . ; , , ■ 

^ ' ■■■ SDUS^y .y :■ ■ 

' ' marshal »s return - J '' 

.On. September 12, 1965 I further executed this writ by plac'^ng advertising 
c ' On this writ of Monition in the Balias Morning News at D'altas, Texas, ' 

' '*-■ Marsha l*"s Fee; ^ ^fn^Sfa ss?^i^e^^^d^f tiling ' Kobert ^ i', N^'s'hEV'S^^r 

■ '.‘18 mile's . $2;16 ' ' ''^y. iJdfih E tow^Jf", :Sbus{i>'' ^ 

: 3 a , . Marshal's Return ■•. ' ' ' 1 j/' o'.: ’ 

■r, r ' ■ ■ '“••V ^ 

On September 13, 1965 I further executed thi^ writ by placin'g'advertlsing. 
bn this writ of Monition in the Dallas Times Herald,-. Kallas, Texas by 'delivering 

• . . to Mr 0 - jack Frederick feck Classified advertising Dep tj. j j- o:; 

. ^arshal^s Fee; . _ ..... ... . . , T 1 

• 2ralles «24 • .. . -'SlobBrt I shj 

. . • V : ; , Unlete^_ 

- ...r-. . ., • By John's ibwe Jr 

1 - . . 1 ', . T I SftuiM 


"Robert a/', N^'sh>US^^ar sha 1 
''^y. Jdfin E tow^Jf , iSbusf^ 


-LicM.r 


cdoT 




-r V T' ^ t 

’ ' 1. 1 U' j~> 


A - TRUE COPY- • 

ATTEST; 

RA. ^^^Mi:^ON. 


Torm No. tJSM 388 
£<UUon 4-38-U 


RETURN ON SERVICE OF WRIT 


tHnitcb of Smcn’ca, 


Northern 


. District op . 


Texas 


CA# 3-1171 


I hereby certify and return that I served the annexed . 


on the therein-named 


(IndlTido&l, company, corporation, etc.) 



by handing to and leaving a true and correct copy thereof with 


(lodiyidtuU or agent of company, corporation, etc.) 


personally at 


(Addreaa — Street number* apartment nunjber» 


mral route, eto. ) 


a. m. — p. m., on the 


day of . 


^ in the said District 


19 


Marshal’s fees 


United States Marshal, 


Mileage . 


By 

U.S. GOVEBNMENT PRINTING OOTCS: I9SJ— 0-S737I* 

ADVERTISING RETURN 


Deputy. 


On September 13, 20, 27, and October 4, 1965 the advertising ran In the 
Dallas Times Herald newspaper in Dallas , Texas. 

On September 13, 20, 27, and October 4, 1965 the advertising ran in the 
Dallas Morning News, Dallas, Texas. / / 

ROBERT/ I. 

BY ^owe Jr^ 


A TRUE COPY IQCC 

ATTEST: ^ JQJ 

RA^LLE HAf^II^ON, CLERXl 

nap„»y 


yilec 


day of- 




•puty 


WARRANT OF SEIZURE AND ^ 


ION 


D. C. Form Ko. 33 


BiuUB Btsirtti Qlvmtt , \ 

FOR THE ^ s ^ ^ \ 

NORTHERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS AT DALLAS 0 ^ j><f^ 

-'o “ ^ 


To the Marshal of the District of 

WHEREAS, on the 10th day of September , A, D. 19 65,alibel of information 
was filed in the United States District Court for said Northern District of 

' Texas ,by B. H. Timmins, Jr., Assistant, United States attorney 

for said District, on behalf of the United States, against 

One 6.5 mm. Mannlicher-Carcano Military Rifle, Model 91-38, Serial 
No, C2766, with appurtenances, and one .38 Special S & W Victory Model 
Revolver Serial No. V510210, with appurtenances, 

alleging false entries made in records required by 26 CFR Part 177, Sec, 
177.51(c) to be maintained by a licensed dealer in firearms under Chap. 18 
of Title 15, U.S.C. and further alleging that complete and accurate 
records were not maintained by these licensed firearms dealers as required 
by Sec. 903(d), Title 15 U.S.C. and Sec. 177.51 of Title 26, Code of 
Federal Regulations Part 177, and praying that said firearms become 
forfeited to the United States pursuant to Section 905(b), Chapter 18, 

Title 15, U.S.C. as being firearms involved in a violation of the 
provisions of said Chapter 18. 


and praying that all persons interested in said goods, wares, and merchandise may be cited in general and 
special, to answer the premises ; and due proceedings being had, that the said goods, wares, and merchan- 
dise may, for the causes in said 1 ibel mentioned, be condemned as forfeited to the use of 

the United States. 


YOU ARE THEREFORE HEREBY COMMANDED To attach the said goods, wares, and mer- 
chandise, and to detain the same in your custody until further Ofte same; 

and to give notice/to in pShi^ni^^iw^ tS@SaAI]§r !Sfi&^in& or having an^hing to say why the same 
shoifid pot be condemned as forfeited to the use of the United States, pursuant to the. prayer of said 
libel ^ jjg appear before the sai^ ^ c^ of Dallas 

on the 11 th day of October next,/if me same snalTBe a Say of jurisdiction, otherwise 

on the next day of jurisdiction thereafter, then and there to interpose a claim for the same and to make 
their allegations in that behalf. And what you have done in the premises, do you then and there make 
return thereof, together with this writ. 


WITNESS the Honorable, .. 


Joe E. Estes 


United States District Judge at 


this . 


day of September 


Kith 

65 


“mcdlS’ i^HXiMlLTON 


Returnable Oct. 11, 196 Says after issue, 
at 10; 00 A, M. 


By. 




Clerk. 




■.V 


Deputy Clerk. 


SEP 15 


\96S 



UNITED STATES MARSHAL’S RETUgN_^.^^^^ 


DISTRICT OF 


SS 7 




.. . L oi. * V . • - ... • . 

Received the within writ, the day of ... i , 19 and executed same. . 


U. S. Marshal. 


• 'By 


a 


De'puty Marshal. • 



MARSmL'S RETURN 


10 

On September 10, 1965 I received this writ and on September trie, 1965 I 
executed same by delivering a copy of this Order Granting leave to file Libel, 

Libel of Information and a copy of warrant of seizure arid monition to hfr, William C Garrett 



T'- - ' 




K TRirS COPY OCT IS 13 CS 


ATTEST i 



Olreator^ Buraau of Invesli^tlooL 


?red H. Tinaoa, Jr. 

Xs 0 istant Attorney General, 
CriadjoaX Strision 

TFoited States v. Qos 6 .$ am. 
Hamilicher-Carcano Military 
Hills, Model S1-3S, Serial 
fib. C2766, With Appnrteaanees, 
and . 3 S Specif S &.V 
¥ietory Model Revolver, Serial 
Ho. ?5l0210« With Appurtenances 


Typed: lX/9/65 

NoTc-Xsrlo, 1S65 

BHVsJJCsbf 

129-11 



I 



fWtWCjskw 

129-11 


Typed: 11/9/6^ 


J.S65 

Mr. ItelTlnH. niggs 
United States Attoroey 
Dallas^ 


Attrition: Hr. S. B. Timlna, Jr. 

Assistant V, 3. Attorney 

Ea« United States v. One 6.$ ssa* 
Mannlichar-Car:»no Militaiy 
Ride, Model 91-38, Serial 
, Bo. C2766, ^t2i Appurtenances, 
and 0t» .38 Special S & ¥ 
Vict<ay Model Eevolrer, 

Serial B.'. 7510210, With 
Appurtenances 


Dear Mr, Diggsf 

^tfesrence is nada to your letter of C^tober 22, 1965, 
vith nacloeores, and to tie various matters discussed between 
your assistant, Hz’. B. H. flmains, Jr. and Hr. Josepl J. Celia 
of tMs DiYi^jon in tie course of recent tel^:lcn:te conversations. 



Cc^ies of the docusents establisfair^ purchase of the riHe 
hy Lee Hanr^ Os)«ald as appears at page 120 of the Report of 
the President's Coonissicn together KltJ! cqpies of the docun^nts 
relating to the revolver purchase, listed as CoiassissloQ Exhibit 
Bo. 79Q and Hichaelia Exhibits 2, It and 5 (page 173 of the R^ort) 
are teing prepsx'ed by the Federal Bur^u of Investigation axad 
will be forwarded to you in the next feu days. 

We are also advis^ by the Alcohol & Tobacco Tax Divisitm 
'ttiat a draft copy of a suggested ranaoz^andoK in reaponae to the 
exceptione aiai aztswer filed in the above entitle proceeding by 


±L 





Records . ' 

Chron 

Celia 



Jolm Kin g «dll bs seds svallable to tbs CeparWixb iA 
neact or two »t %Mch tias it will b® prc^tly forwardod 
for yoar coas±<feratdoa. It ia our ujKferstaadiag that you will 
lot ta know lAather tha clalmact files or iatcsiaia to His a 
laaaorandac; in so^rt of tla exceptions and anstesr. 

For yoor inf orifiatioa thesre is atta<dted a copy of t!^ 
isaaoraxstoi of October 18, 196$ from the Hireetor, Federal 
Bangui of Investigation together with its «aclosures set- 
ting forth inforsmticn with resp^rt to ths use sade by 
IiSa Barvey Oswald of t!us nem ’’Hldall'' fursBi^pursuant to 
0 K< reqaast of Octc^ser 

fhe proposed stipalalion and pre-trial order a^ear to us 
to ade<iuately cover the situation ard we can suggest no changes 
therein. Bearding idiat response should be made to Judge Estes 
anticipated inquiry as to tie reason idsy ws are pursuing the 
libel in view of the legislation recently enacted and ^proved 
by the President^ the short ans5«r is tiat it hardly rests idth 
the goverrsnexrt to spend tim taxpayer’s noney to purchase artlclea 
idiich it already oims. As you know, the libel pjroceedings, if 
successHil, will only perfect a titXo previously ^Bcqpiired. 

Too, theie.;are sane $,000 other itess falling within the purview 
of the statute and, of course, the enactsent of the Icgislatioa 
does not give absolute a3sura»:e that title to tl^sc weapons or 
any of the other items will eventually paoa to the govumaent. 

> you for keying us informed of significant devslopmsnts. 

Sincerely, 

IKED M. VmSOH, Jr. 

Assistant Attorn^ General 
Crtolnal Dlvisicn 


Syt 

Chief, 


CARL W. mCHSR 
General Crises Section 



PIjKASE AnOKKSS Al/I/ MAIL TO 
UXITKD STATUS ATTORN’BY 
P. 'O. BOX i.Va 


^rttte!l States ^Eparijncrti of 3lustico 


BSTrija 

(C1-6ST-65 - Balias) 


UNITED STATES ATTORNEY 
Northern District op Texas 
DALLAS I. TEXAS 

October 22, 1965 


I£r. Carl ¥• richer, CMef 
Gezseral Crimes Section 
Criminal Division 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. ^30 


Be: 


One 6 .^ laa. Ilannllcher-Carcano Mllitaz7 Bifle, 
Model 91-38, Serial HO. C2766, With ^porteiaances, 
eM On© .38 %ecial S a W Victoiy Model Eevolver, 
Serial Ho. V^IC^O, With ^purtenscu^s 


Dent. Ref.: JMWKJWBn 


Dear Mr, Belcher: 


Enclosed fbr yovor study is a cc^ of a letter I received today from 
the Beglonal Coun^l together vith drafts of pxoposed stipulations 
end a pre-trial ot6st in the captioned case. These vere prepared at 
HQT request for use In a cmfexence vbicb I have discussed vlth you 
by telephone that ve e:^c!t to hare prior to the pre-trial vlth 
wmiaa C. Garrett, the attorney for John J. Sing. Mr. Garrett has 
indicated that he vUl probably be vllllng to stipulate all Issues 
of fact in t}!» case and that he may abaz^on the Jurisdictional con- 
tent ions. 


After receipt of the enclosed material firom Beglonal Counsel, Assistant 
B^ional Counsel Jim Gauldlng and I decided that numbers ^ ard 6 on the 
last page of the pre-trial order ^xnild be oaablned and set forth as 
the contested issue of Isu'. Ihider the contested issue of fact the pre- 
trial order should probably state "nwie - see stipulatiCT on file in 
this case". I understand that B^looal Counsel has transmitted copies 
of these SUiclosures to his office in Washington, but I thought that 
you should hare them for use in the conference next veek that you 
mentloz£^ to me on the telephone several days ago. 



Mp. Carl ¥, Beleber - 2 - Octofaear 22, 19^ 


After reflection, I agree that It vould preb^aly t© tawise to 
aoj^rt tia leglal^loa as an alternative ground In aror pleadla:^ 
or BjemorBadKB on tl& law which fi:U in the forfeiture case 
hers. That would no doubt suggest to the Court that a r uling on 
the qjffisticai of forfeiturs imder the libel need not bo male, but - 
r^Eth^ that he could easily and nxsse safely fall bach on the legis> 
lation. Ae I vcnderstand It, If ve pursue libel after tho 
Tx&sidimA signs the bill it will be far the purpose of establishing 
forfeiture at the tine of selzxsce «a Kovember 22, 19^3, In an effort 
to defeat King's anticipated dala far congjonsatlon throu^ a suit 
In the District Court la Denver or in the Court of dalas. Of 
cour^, I think that we ntsst 1© prepared to respond to gjoestions 
by Judge Estes as to the reason we are pursuing this libel in 
light of the legislation. He will no (hsubt want to know what 
we eapect to achieve by a ruling in the libel ca^ that cannot 
be achieved by the Attorrasy General designating the we« 5 »na with 
puhlloaticai aa porovidad la the Act. It seeias reasonEble to esspect 
that Garrett will dlscam and aagus to tl» Court that we are going 
foxvsri with tb© libel action for the sole purpose of defeating 
his action for ccsi^ensatlon. Va laust be prepared to admit this 
or give tlx3 Court other reasons. 

3ix ary evoit, after your ccmferenoe next week I will hope to hear 
frcxa you <ar the decision reacdsed as to tl^ spproacb tdiat we will 
take in the libel case here. I will also oralt hearing frcra you 
aa to any addltioas, alterations, or deletions that you t hink 
should be mad© la the atipflati!::^ or pre-trial order prior to 
ar r an ging a conference with Mr, Garrett. 

Very truly yours, 

Melvin M. Diggs 
United States Attorney 

gignsdi Btd« ‘ ' 

B. H. Tiaalns, JT., Assistant 
united States Attonuy 


SndosuxeS 








BJ TES DISTS.ICT GC^JF-T (B TE3 UKIISD STATES 
FOE THE HGB!mSSi5 DI3TEICTE (B TEXAS 
DALLAS DITISXCt^ 


Ol^ITSD STATES (B M^EBXCk, 

Libelant, 

- V. 

(ME 6»5 ESE, ^iAlSTLIGESa-GMGiV^!0 
MLITARY RIFIS. JKHSL 91«3S, 

SERIAL HO, C2766, LJITH APFURlSMHCSS , 
AS?D .38 SOCIAL Sm VICTtHY KODSL 
BSVOLL^EE, SERIAL HO. 7510210, iTITH 
APPDRTSlMAiiCSS , 

Ess pendents. 


Cr/IL HO, CLl»3-ii71 


STIPULATICH eg FACTS 

It is stipulated and agreed that for purposes of the abo'.'e-sbo^su saticn 
tne follcRv’ing nay be taken as true: 

1. That on Koveaber 22, 1963, Sugena Boone, Deputy Sheriff, Dallas 
County, Tanas, and Seymour Weitzman, Deputy Ccnstabls, Dallas Count;j', Tanas, 
discovered a bolt action rifle ylth telescopic sight on the si:';tb floor of 
the Te:oas Book Depository Building, Dallas, Texas, 

2. That on Hovetaber 22, 1963, Lt. J. C, Day, Dallas Police Dapartissnt, 
Dallas, Texas, removed from the sixth floor of the Texas Book Depository 
Building, Dallas, Texas, the bolt action rifle and telescopic sight, described 
in (1) above, and took such rifle to the Dallas Police DeparCtnent offices. 

3. That the bolt action rifla tDenticaad in (1) and (2) abc\re -jas the 
6.5 mm. I'lsnslicter-Carcano Military Rifle, I-Scdai 91-33, Serial Ho, C2765, 
one of the respondents iua this acticn, 

4. That the respondent 6.5 mm. Manniicher-Carcauo Military Rifia, Serial 
No. C2766, yo3 shipped to one A, Ridell, ?. 0. Box 2915, Dallas, Texas, ca 
Harcii 20, 1963, by Klein's Sporting Goods Ccepany, Tnc,, 4540 West Madison 
Street, Chicago 24, Illinois , 

5. That the order for the rsspendent 8.5 mm. Mannlioher-Carcanc !iilitary 
Rifle, Serial Ho. C2766, vas on a coupon clipped frem the Ajmvtcav. Riflsmaa 
Magazine; tiiat this order coupon ”.;ss signed, i'a handprinting. A. Hidsll, ?. 0. 
Bo:j 2915, Dallas, T’exas; and that this printing on tbe face of the call order 
coup -on was ia the handprinting of Lee Harvey Oswald. 






6. That .Post Office Eos 2915, Dallas, Tesas, was ranted In the nase 
of I^e Harvey Oswald frca October 9, 1962 to llay 14, 1963. 

?, That Post Office Eccc 2915, Dallas, Texas, rented by Lee Harvey 
Oswald frcsi October 9, 1962 to !iay 14, 1563. 

8. That the ‘right palm print of Lee Harvey Oswald was foend on tliS 
underside of tha barrel of the respondent 6.5 nsi, 'iannlicher^Carcnno Rifle. 
Serial Ho. G2766, by Lt, J, Cs. Day, Dallas Police Deyartoent. 

9. That CQ Hcveabsr 22, 1563, in Dallas, Texas, Dallas Police Dspart= 
sent officers seised fran Lee Earvey Oswald the respendent ,33 caliber Special 
SaJ Victory liccel Ravoiver, Serial Ho. V51G210. 

10. That at socm tin^ daring the period January 27, 1353, and harch 13, 
1963, Seaport Tr'aders, Inc., a division of Saorge Sosa and Company, Inc,, 

Los .hegeisa, California, received an erdsr for a .30 caliber revolver, which 
order f.res signed 4, J. Hide 11, and the address was shown as Post Office Box 
2513, Dallas, Texas. 

11. That on Jiarch 13, 1963. an invoice was prer>ared by Seaport Traders, 
InCo , Los Angeles, California, ccrvsrisg the sals cf a .38 caliber Snecial SSa-J 
Viato-ry Model Revolver, Serial No. V510210, to J, Hidell, Post Cffics 3o:j 
2915, Dallas, Texas, and this revolver waa shipped to ths name and address 
shown as. the invoicre cn March 20, 1963. 

12. That at the time of the arrest of Lae BsTvsy Oswald cd. November 22, 
1963, ha carried a forged selective service card bearing the pictura of Lea 
Harvey Oswald and the name "Alek J. liidell,'’ 

13. Tcist on November 24, 1963, Harvey Oswald adaittad to Postal 
Inspector Holmes that ha had rented Post Office Bex 2913, Dallas, Taxes. 

14. Tliat Cha mail order for the respondent 6,5 mm. Mannlicher ‘^uarcano 
Military Rifle, tlodai. 91”38, Serial No, C2766. was mads by Lea Harvey Oswald 
using tbs name A. Hide II. 

15. TL:at tha mail order for the rsspc/nclent .38 Special S£Sv Hicter^' Medal 

S.Gvolverj. Serial Nc. 7510210, was mac's by Lee Harvey Oswald rising the of 

A, J. Hideli, 






16. That during the calacdnr year 1963 Klein ’ g Sporting Goods j Inc., 

4540 West Madison Street, CSaicago 24, Illinois, vjas a licensed dealer in 
fireanas and held license llo. 36-»2601 issued pursuant to Section 903, Title 
15, United States Code, a part of the Federal Firearais Act. 

1?, That pursuant to Section 903(d), Title 15, United States Coda, 
and Sections l??c51~S3, Title 25, Code of Federal RegulaticrxB , Klein's Sporting 
Goods, Inc.. Chicago, Iliincia, was required to ciaintaia caaplate, accurate, 
at?.d adequate recenres ahowing, aicong otbar things, the dispoaitioc of all 
fireartna disposed of la the course of its bosinsss. Tha record of disposition 
of each fireana vjas required to shoo the nejce and address of tha person to 
tidicsn sold. 

18. Tiiat Klein's Sporting Goods, Inc., Chicago, Illinois, kept records 

required by Section 903(d) of Title 15, United States Coda, but as to the 
respendent 5.5 tas. tiannlicher-Carcanc Military Serial Mo. C2766, these 

records sherred sucii firearm as shipped to A. Eidell, F. 0» Bos 2815, Balias, 

Tasas ■. 

19. Ttiat during the calendar ys&v 1S53, Seaport Traders, Ino. , 122.1 South 
Grand A’/enue, I, os Angeles, California, was a licensed dealer in flrearas and 
held license No. 95'«1437 issued pursuant to Section 903, Title 15, United 
States Coca, a part of the Federal Fireams Act. 

2C. That pursuant to Section 903(d), Title 15, United States Coca, and 
Sections ITT.Sl^SS, Title 26, Code of Federal Seguiations, Seaport Traders, Inc., 
Los Angeles, California, was required to oaintaia ociapXeta, accurate, and 
adequate records, shewing, among other things, the dispesitien of all firearms 
disposed of in the course of its business. The record of disposition of each 
firearm mas required to shesw cl;e name and address of the ptaroon to when sold. 

21. That Seaport Traders, Inc., Los Angaies, California, kept records 
required b;- Section 903(d) of Title 15, United States Code, but as to the 
rcipcndent .30 Special S4W Victory Model Revolver, Serial No. V5 10210, these 
records shewed such firearm au shipped to A. J. Hidell, p. 0. 3o;c ‘.'915. 

.'Oallas , Tanias . 

Dated at Dallas, Texas, this ______ 


dav of 

t£L7“T li. DSGGS 
United States Attcrnay 


1955. 


ijy; 


.T-c . 


,ii. ti. iimasas, J 
Aasiscant United States Attorney 


William G. Garrett 
Attorney for C la leant 



IN THE lilSTBia: COURT THE UNITED STATES 


FOR TSE NOSHEEN DISTPvICT a? TEXAS 
DALLAS DWISIGN 


UNITED STATES (S’ 

Libelant, 

v» 

am 6.5 -im. IMMILICSER-aASCAl^O 

IHLITMY RIPLB, MOTSL 91-38, SERIAL 
NO, C2766, yiTE APFJRTSNANGES , AIXD 
,38 SSECL;\L SO VICTCSIY I40DEL 
?S70LVE1X, SERUiL NO, V51C21C, WITH 
APFDRTENAi^SS , 

Respondents, 


CIVIL NO, 


RPETRIAL ORDER 

The foiloi?inS pretrial order Is entered by agreesent of parties: 

(1) There are no jurisdictional q-uestions, 

(Z) Thera are no pending sotioas, 

(3) Ultimate facts clainad by: 

(a) Plaintiff: 

That the respondent firearas, by being procured iri a 
fictitious aaaa, xjsre shown on the required records of the 
licensed firearm dealers as being sent to a person other than 
the actual recipient; that ccsnplets, accurate and adequate 
records of £h<e disposition of firearms nere not l<ept or main-= 
tailed, contrary to the previsions of Section 9C3(d), Title 15 
United States Cede, and Sections 177, 51-55, of Title 26, Code 
of Federal Regulations, prcmulgatsd pursuant to the Federal 
Firearms Act; that these record keeping requirements are pro"- 
visions of Chapter 18, Title 15, United States Code, and such 
provisions n^ore violatsd; and that the respondent firearms 
became forfeited as "firearms involved in violations of the 
provisions of such chapter or rules or regulaticns premuigataa 
thereunder^ and that the respondent firearms became forfaited 
to the United States, 

(b) Dsfendant-Ses pendent: 

Nothing, Tliis is an in rem action. 



